FROM    SfiA    TO    SKY

at the same time the enemy supply lines and subsequently his
retreating columns were constantly harassed. Less and less inter-
ference by enemy aircraft was experienced by the forward troops
who suffered very few casualties from air attack. A new feature of
this method of operating fighters was the valuable tactical recon-
naissance reports brought back by the pilots.

Before the offensive opened it had become quite clear that
Lysanders were too vulnerable to operate with any air opposition
about, and for this reason I had re-equipped a flight of No. 208
Squadron with Hurricanes for tactical reconnaissance,, an
innovation which proved most successful.

Before and during the operations, strategical reconnaissance
was done by No. 113 Blenheim IV Squadron. Since the war
started this squadron had a fine record of regular long-range
reconnaissances and during this particular offensive it was re-
quired to keep the area east of Benghazi under constant observa-
tion, a none-too-easy task since we could not afford such luxuries
as defensive fighter escorts. By using the sea route or a desert route
far to the south on the way out or on the return they seemed to get
away with it somehow.

This first British offensive in any theatre of war was launched
in the early hours of Monday morning the gth December. Many
historians have dealt in detail with the subsequent and successful
land operations and so I will keep to the headlines, with a few
additional remarks about the air, and some of my own im-
pressions. Frankly I was surprised at the magnitude of the initial
success and the rapidity with which some of the Italian perimeter
camps south of Sidi Barrani surrendered. Our attack had been
well planned and the new tanks of the yth Armoured Division
were too much for the Italians though their artillery put up quite
a stout defence here and there.

In the air we had started well and on the first day had bagged
ii confirmed and 4 unconfirmed of those C.R.42S and 8.795
which were encountered, but they were not in great strength and
our troops on the ground suffered little inconvenience from them.
We were to discover the reason for this seeming lack of enterprise
on the part of the Italians as the advance proceeded and overran
some of his aerodromes.

I flew out on the i3th to see Collisjiaw and some of his
squadrons. The sand was blowing a bit as it usually did after
about nine or ten o'clock in the morning whenever the wind blew
at ova: 15-20 miles an hour. It was due to some extent to the
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